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Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  as  your 
Medical  Officer  for  the  year  1937. 

SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

Area,  1,365  acres. 

Population  (Census  1931),  2,406. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (end 
of  1937),  2,447. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  : 803. 

Rateable  Value:  £12,222. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  : £49. 

The  industries  and  social  conditions  of  the  Area  aie 
unchanged. 


2 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Total  M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

(Legitimate) 

19 

10 

r Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
^ the  estimated  resident 

(Illegitimate) 

1 

0 

1 1 

1 population : 8.17. 

cRate  per  1,0(X)  total 

Still  Births 

1 

1 

0 . 

( 

j (live  and  still)  births: 

[ 47.6. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

Deaths 



33 

21 

the  estimated  resident 
population : 13.48. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings 
Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  : — 

Deaths. 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  0 
No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 


29  and  30  of  the 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

0 

0 


Total  ...  0 0 

Deatli  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 


All  infants  per  1,0(X)  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  50 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  0 


The  Birth  Rate  (8.17),  which  i.s  lower  than  the  average, 
and  the  Death  Rate  (13.48) , which  is  higher  than  the  average, 
compares  unravourably  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  are  14.9  and  12.4  respectively. 

Although  these  statistics  appear  discouraging,  a glance 
at  the  causes  of  death,  and  especially  at  the  age  incidence, 
is  re-assuring. 
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There  is  no  materna]  mortality  ; there  are  no  deaths  from 
I'uherculosis,  anv  of  the  Infectious  Diseases,  or  Diarrhoea, 
-Measles  or  Whoopini^'  Couj^h,  or  their  complications.  The 
only  case  of  infantile  mortality  is  that  of  a prematurely  born 
I hikl,  who  died  frenn  congenital  defects. 

That  the  j^eneral  health  of  the  district  and  the  conditions 
of  life  therein  arc  i^ood  is  shown  by  the  facts  that  the  averas^e 
ac;e  of  death  from  all  causes  was  69,  and  that  18  of  the  total 
of  33  lived  to  lie  over  70.  Six  of  these  were  over  80,  and 
one  missed  hecomin”-  a centenarian  by  less  than  three  years. 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

I. — Public  Health  Ofheers  of  the  Authority: 

(a)  Medical.  One  part-time  Medical  Officer. 

(b)  Others.  One  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Food 
Inspector  ; also  a part-time  Officer. 

II.  (aj  Ambulance  Facilities: 

1.  For  Infectious  Cases.  These  are  removed  by  the 
Ambulance  belonging;  to  the  Hospital  to  which 
they  are  sent. 

2.  For  Non-infectious  and  .Accident  Cases.  The  St. 
John  .Ambulance  Corps,  to  which  the  Buckfast- 
leigh  Division  is  attached,  has  a well-equipped 
motor  ambulance,  which  is  regularly  used  for 
these  cases. 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(e)  Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 


'I  hcre  Is  no  change  under  any  of  these  heading's. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Water. 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  satisfactory  In  all  parts  of 
the  Area,  owing  to  Impr'ovcd  distribution. 

The  flow  from  the  source  to  the  Reservoir  has  been  ample, 
and  two  analyses  have  proved  the  quality  to  be  excellent. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  wt)rk  of  gauging  the  total  outflow  from  the  main 
sewer  into  the  disposal  works,  and  of  the  trade  waste  from 
each  of  the  factories,  together  with  analyses  of  the  different 
trade  wastes,  has  continued  during  the  year. 

It  is  obvious  that  in  a scheme  involving  such  a large  ex- 
penditure all  these  data  need  to  be  very  accurately  checked, 
and  particularly  during  periods  of  dry  and  wet  weather — a 
process  which  takes  time — and  I am  in  a position  to  state 
that  at  all  times  the  instructions  of  the  Engineers  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Council,  and  a .Scheme  for  a Sewage  Dis- 
posal Work's,  which  will  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the 
Lhban  District,  will  verv  shortlv  be  presented  to  the  Ministrv 
of  Health.  In  the  meantime  every  effort  is  being  made  to  pre- 
vent any  nuisance  arising  from  the  present  works. 


3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation.  No  change. 

(ii)  Scavenging.  „ 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Premises  visited.  Number  of  Visits. 


Dairies  ...  13  22 

Cowsheds  ...  12  38 

.Slaughterhouses  3 36 

Bakehouses  ...  3 28 


No  notices,  statutory  or  informal,  were  necessary. 
(Iv)  Shops.  No  change. 

(v)  Smoke  Abatement.  No  change. 

(vi)  Swimming  Pools  and  Baths.  No  change. 
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4.  Schools. 

Durinj^-  the  year  the  Devon  County  Couneil 
School  has  been  entirely  reconstructed  and  is  now 
a thoroughly  up-to-date  school  building : with 
kitchen  for  the  provision  of  hot  meals  for  the 
children,  and  drying  accommodation  in  the  cloak- 
rooms. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

This  year  has  been  marked  by  great  activity  ; 22  houses, 
built  by  the  Council,  were  finished  and  occupied,  as  well  as 
eight  of  a similar  t3pe  bv  a private  owner. 

'I'he  .special  report  on  housing  conditions  which  I pre- 
sented at  the  end  of  1936  aroused  great  interest,  and  a general 
inspection  of  working-class  liouses  was  undertaken  by  the 
Council,  as  a result  of  whi'-h  all  my  recommendations  wci'c 
at'cepted,  together  witli  some  additions,  and  notices  under 
Sections  9 and  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  have  been  served 
on  the  owners  of  all  houses  which  are  known  to  be  defective. 
'I'he  work  of  reconstructing  these  is  proceeding  verv  well, 
and  it  has  net  been  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take  legal 
pioceedings  against  any  owner. 

Thus  stimulated,  other  owners  have  been  improving  their 
properties,  and  1 have  little  doubt  that  in  a short  time  there 
will  be  nei  houses  in  the  Urban  District  without  through  ven- 
tilation and  adequate  food-stores,  wash-ups  and  water-closet 
a.ccommodation. 

I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  .\cts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  I()0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  100 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing-  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  100 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  28 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  hunian  habitation  ...  ...  ...  38 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  0 

III.  — Action  under  Statutor)^  Powers  during  the  year: — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Ad,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  38 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(b)  By  Local  .Authority  in  default  of  Owners  0 

13.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 
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(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housint,’" 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  28 

(2)  Numl^er  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  0 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  tlie  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
ha^ing  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  0 

1\’. — Housing  Act,  1935. — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  0 
(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  0 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  0 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding.  ...  ...  0 
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(C)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
condition  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Cow-keepers  or  Dairymen  on  Registers  at 
end  of  year : 

i Retail  4.  Wholesale  1. 

Number  removed  from  Registers ’during  year  0. 
Number  of  Saniples  of  Milk  taken  for  Examination  : 

No.  Satisfactory. 


Adulteration  ...  0 0 

Cleanliness  ...  45  38 

Tuberculosis  ...  2 2 


Number  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  registered  at  end 
of  year ; 

Dairies  5.  Cowsheds  4. 


Number  passed  as  complying  with  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Acts,  4926  ...  9. 


(b)  ‘Mekt  and  Other  floods. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  a tabular  report  as  I 
■ have  no, information  as  .to,  the  number  and  class  of 
each  animal  killed. 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  he  has  miide  36  inspec- 
tions and  has  condemned  no  carcase  as  unfit  for 
food. 

(c)  AduHeratioh. 

(d)  ^hetnic^l  and  Bactefriologicnl  Examination  of  Food. 

No  change  under  these  headings. 
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(e)  NutritfbH.-  No  action  takenl 

(1)  srhHi'fisH  (-Mt>lluscan)‘. 

No  liecls  or  layings’in  the  District. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALEN^CE  ARD  CONTROL  OVER 

iNFEcrrotrs  dtseases. 

1. — No  action  taken  under  Section  185  of  Public  Health 
Act,  1936: 

One  case  of  Diplitheria  was  notified  during-  the  year,  and 
was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Newton  Abbot. 

Many  Swabbings  from  threats  and  specimens  of  sputum 
were  sent  to  the  County  Council’s  Laboratory  for  investi- 
gation. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
ckuing  1937. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox  

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (iaclud- 

ing  Paratyphoid)  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Pneuftvonia  

0 

0 

0 

Other  disea.ses  gener- 
ally notifiable  (Erv- 

sipelas) 

0 

0 

0 

Other  diseases  notifi- 
able locally  (specify 

disease)  

0 

0 

0 

Totals  

1 

1 

0 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  bee.  ,aken  under  Sub-Section  66  of  the 
I’uhlic  Health  Amendment  Act,  1935,  or  Section  176  of  the 
I’uhlic  Health  Act,  1936. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  cases  were  notified. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

10  

15  

20  

25  

35  

45  

55  

65  and  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre 
vention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1935,  or  under  Section 
62  of  the  Public  Health  .Act,  1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  the 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  encouragement 
and  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


SYDNEY  R.  WILLIAMS. 
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Mortimer, 

Totaea. 


